Dates for the Diary 2014
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Sat 26th ‐ Sun 27th July
VAC 50th Birthday Celebra on ‐ Popham
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Chairman’s Notes - VAC 50, ‘THE BIG ONE’ BECKONS!

TOTAL AVIATION OIL
All Grades from “Straight 80” to High Performance Multigrades
From 1 litre bottles to 208 litre drums
Approved by Continental and Lycoming
Available from stock for immediate dispatch
Free delivery to UK Mainland addresses
Great prices - we buy in bulk so that you save ££££s

Contact Pete Smoothy on 01 296 714 900
Airworld UK Ltd, Winslow
www.airworlduk.com

T

he excitement is certainly
building ahead of our 50th
Birthday Party at Popham on 26th
and 27th July. We are s ll finalising
plans but Saturday 26th will form the
principal day of ac vi es, with a
Concours d’Elegance, Spot Landing
compe on, displays from invited
vintage type clubs and much more.
As well as ‘VAC 50’ at Popham, I
hope that this edi on of Vintage and
Classic reflects the celebra on of the
Club’s golden anniversary. We’ve got
a great ar cle from VAC member Bill
Fisher on how he managed to
acquire a Lancaster(!) and if you are
a fan like me, I am sure that you will
be delighted to read the words of
the great Richard Bach.
Richard has owned everything from
an Eaglerock biplane to a P‐51
Mustang, so his words on old
aeroplanes are truly from the heart.
Many will know that Richard suﬀered
serious head injuries a short while
ago a er a landing accident in his
Sea Rey amphibian, so it is a delight
to note form these words, he is well
on the mend!
Back to Popham, and we already
owe a big thank you to airfield
manager Gerry Smith for his
excellent support. In addi on we will
be sharing the weekend with the LAA
Andover Strut, for whom 'VAC 50'
will also be their annual fly in, so we
can look forward to some excellent
and varied arrivals.
Thanks to Gerry and the Andover
Strut, we will have a fine marquee

for our base, while an 'all‐day
barbeque' and the Spi ire Flying
Club will be providing food and drink
on both days of the event. For
Saturday night we will be organising
some fun and entertainment,
including I hope, a cracking film show
showing some of the aircra from
the early days of the VAC, as well as
more food and drink. This fly‐in could
be a real challenge to your weight
and balance!!
Again Popham's friendly and relaxed
atmosphere comes to the fore. If you
would like to camp by your
aeroplane ‐ that's fine. If you'd
prefer to bring a camper van or
caravan ‐ no problem, 'pitches' will
be available, as will toilets and
washing facili es. For those of a less
outdoors temperament we have
nego ated a special VAC deal with
the Hilton Hotel in nearby
Basingstoke.
Reserva ons can easily be made by
telephoning, during oﬃce hours, the
Hilton Group Booking Oﬃce on
01256 316 928, quo ng reference
code:
AMGPA
and
Hilton
Basingstoke. You can also book by
internet
via
www.hilton.co.uk/
basingstoke or e‐mail direct to
jenna.stouﬀer@hilton.com.
If
suﬃcient reserva ons are received
we can save everybody yet more
money by arranging a minibus
service to and from the airfield.
BREAKFAST PATROL?
Sunday 27th July is a weather
fallback day, but we intend that the
fun and flying will remain

undiminished. Those of you that are
early risers may be able to win
themselves a free breakfast if plans
for our ‘breakfast patrol’ come to
frui on. Simply, if you can arrive in
the airfield circuit before a certain
me, without your registra on being
spo ed by a patrolling ‘defender’,
we will stand you a breakfast! Watch
out for more on this in pre‐event
bulle ns and e‐mails which will be
sent to those who have registered,
nearer the event.
REGISTER NOW
If you are planning to fly or drive in
on either Saturday or Sunday, please
do let us know you are coming, so
we can plan for the right numbers.
Please contact Paul Loveday at
p.loveday@ scali.co.uk or on 01327
351556.
Finally, as you might note from an
adver sement elsewhere in ‘Vintage
and Classic’, I might be arriving at
Popham in a diﬀerent steed to my
Tipsy Trainer G‐AISA which, ‐ blatant
plug, ‐ is oﬀered for sale. The reason
which should become apparent at
‘VAC 50’, is that I have been oﬀered
the chance to own a lovely
aeroplane, which has been a part of
club events and history for every one
of the past fi y years. What is it?
Well I am keeping that a secret. All
will be revealed at Popham in July!!
Happy landings!
Steve

From the Hangar Troll

O

n Sunday 6th July a celebra on
of the life of Ken Broomfield
will be held at Baxterley Airfield in
Warwickshire.

Items for publica on should be sent to the editor by le er, e‐mail or on a CD or floppy disc. Photo‐
graphs can be sent either on a CD (preferred) or by post for scanning. All photographs and ar cles are
copyright of the originator and the Vintage Aircra Club. The address to send items for publica on is
16, Norton Crescent, Towcester, Northants, NN12 6DN
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The event will be open to all who
knew him and it will be a celebra on
of his life both in avia on and his
many other varied interests.

W

e s ll need volunteers to help
at Popham, firstly on Friday
tol help set up and then on both days
to assist in the general running and
ensuring that the event goes oﬀ
smoothly, and will be remembered
as a great weekend.

N

.B Friday 4th
July
to
Sunday 6th July is
Bri sh Grand Prix
so check your
NOTAMS
There
will
be
intense aerial ac vity in
Silverstone area all weekend.

the

3

Book Review 2

MEMBERS NOTICES

Two Up

Invita ons
Invita ons have been received for the following events.

Authors: ‐ Ron and Jim Smith

Sunday 6th July ‐ Wings and Wheels ‐ Bodmin

ISBN 978‐1‐908135‐38‐4
Paperback edi on
ISBN 978‐1‐908135‐39‐1
E‐reader version
ISBN 978‐1‐908135‐44‐5
Hardback
Limited edi on

Sunday 6th July Baxterley Farm Tribute to Ken Broomfield for those who knew him.
Saturday ‐ Sunday 9th‐10th August Stoke Golding Stakeout
(Including a tribute to Ken Broomfield)
Friday 15th August ‐ Sunday 17th August 31st Fly‐In of Vintage Aircra
Schaﬀen‐Diest, Belgium.
Halfpenny Green date changed to Sunday 24th and Monday 25th August

Published by U P Publica ons Ltd
25 Bedford Street
Peterborough PE1 4DN

Congratula ons

A

t the recent Royal Aero Club Awards the following members of the VAC were recognised for their
work in avia on. Barry Plumb, who was awarded a Royal Aero Club Silver Medal, and Jonathan
Smith who was awarded a Royal Aero Club Cer ficate of Merit. Also that Arthur W.J.G. Ord‐Hume was
awarded a Royal Aero Club Diploma for his achievements in avia on literature. The awards were
presented by the RAeC, His Royal Highness the Duke of York KG.

New Members.
We welcome the following new members to the Vintage Aircra Club.
R. Bowden

Exeter

C. Firth

Lincoln

P. Gower

Billericay

K. Hale

Swindon

A. James

Reading

M. Lowis

Kirton

M. Millar

Hassocks

C. Monsell Reading

M. Richardson Rugby
R. Webster

S. Vidham Calverton
Kirby Muxloe

Front Cover :‐ S nson V‐77 (AT‐19) Reliant depar ng Turweston
Rear Cover :‐ Nord 1002 Pingouin at Turweston
4

T

his is the first me I have ever
reviewed a book electronically
but in no way did it detract from the
quality of the book.
This is a collec on of stories from the
Smith brothers, Jim and Ron, of
whom Ron, will be familiar to VAC
members, with his support and
literary contribu ons to the light
avia on world. Covering their lives
from early air cadet days through to
flying into Oshkosh in Concorde the
range of types and stories should
appeal to anyone interested in flying.
This book was an absolute pleasure
to read and is lavishly illustrated with
photos throughout, in colour, black
and white, and o en in full page
photo collec ons.
The style is easy to read and again is
another of those books that is so
well wri en with the anecdotes in
segments that you can pick it up and
put it down at will (or as requested
to by partners/kids/pets,) although
the tempta on to read all the way
through in one shot is a hard one to
deny yourself.

There is flying in everything from
hot air balloons, gliders, motor
gliders, homebuilts, helicopters, light
aircra , P‐3 Orion and as previously
men oned Concorde. The warmth of
the friendship of the avia on
community comes across so well in
this book that you some mes
wonder why the world cannot be a
more pleasant place overall!
Covering tales from the UK, America,
Germany, Belgium and Russia, there
is a nice mix too, from men oning
the hazards of flying, scary moments,
pleasurable ones and sublimely
magical “this is what it is all about”
ones.
The planning by Ron and Colin Dodds
and their compe ng in the Dawn to
Dusk compe on goes back to an
era where light avia on was not
subject to so many stringent rules as
to where you can and cannot fly. The
aircra
being used in the
comple on, a de Havilland Hornet
Moth. The compe on being
inaugurated by the Duke of
Edinburgh who provided the trophy.
Ron’s cer ficate signed by the Prince
nicely rounding oﬀ the chapter.

For me hearing the Westland WG‐30
being called the Wardrobe was a
new one to me. Why a wardrobe?
Because not only were all Westland
helicopters names with a “W” name,
not only did it look like one but “like
a wardrobe, when it was full, you
couldn’t move it very far.” The
brothers’ love of flying exudes from
the pages of this book throughout
regardless of what it was in.
The pictures, which are well
reproduced, as men oned before,
are numerous and include some
personal ones, including the balloon
cer ficate altered from flight to
crash!
Verdict? Get it on your shelf!
Highly recommended.

Gary Loveday
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Book Review 1

Spring Fly‐In ‐ Turweston

Amberley Press ‐ Through Time Series
Edinburgh Airport
ISBN 978‐1‐4456‐1537‐0
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
Gloucestershire Airport
ISBN 978‐1‐4456‐2061‐9
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
Both So Back

O

ur first proper fly‐in / rally on
Sunday 23rd March was, taking
all things including the typical English
weather into considera on a
resounding success.
Turweston proved itself again to be
an ideal loca on for the first true
flying meet of the year with at least
14 members arriving by air and a
greater con ngent by road.

a end our mee ng were extremely
pleased and extremely grateful to be
able see what is happening there
with a number of Chipmunk aircra
present. In various colour schemes
both civilian and military.
The highlight of the collec on of
these iconic aircra was the sight of
the first of the type to be built in the
UK (c/n C1/0001) under restora on
back to its original condi on.

£14.99

www.amberley‐books.com

T

The histories and development of
the airfields portrayed are both
concise and informa ve with the
major and in some cases lesser
events which were significant in the
development of the airfield well
represented.
Edinburgh
was
originally a military airfield with its
history going back to 1916 and a er
1918 known as RAF Turnhouse,
whereas Gloucester was originally
opened as a civilian airfield.
The varied military history of
Edinburgh
reveals
not
only
occupa on by the RAF, including
Canadian and Polish squadrons, but
also units of the Fleet Air Arm.
Gloucester airport was originally at
Down Hatherley where in 1933 Alan
Chobam held an air display to
promote avia on to the Mayors of
both Cheltenham and Gloucester.
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The following nego a ons between
both councils are described, these
resul ng in the purchase of land at
Staverton. The airfield assuming the
tle of Cheltenham and Gloucester
Airport.
In 1937 Gloucester was selected by
the Air Ministry as a loca on suitable
for the training of pilots, and in 1939
became known as RAF Staverton.
The hard runways were laid down
during the la er months of 1940.
The airfield also becoming the
training ground for the RAF Police
Dogs
The history of the various
development work that was carried
on during and a er the war itself
makes for interes ng reading.
Both airfields have long histories
going back to the early days of
avia on either during the First World
War or a erwards when municipal
authori es were, having access to
government funding very suppor ve
of the founding of airfields or local
landing grounds within their areas.
The opening ceremony of what is
considered to be the first Gloucester
is pure showmanship, but this belies
the fact that commerce was

It was joined later in the by the Tiger
Moth of Bob Willies and the DH.85
Leopard Moth with Ron and Val
Gammons.
It was possible later in the day to see
both of these historic aircra ,
Chipmunk and Tiger Moth in the
same hangar. It is not known if they
had ever been together in the past
but it was certainly a first for one of
our events.

Obtainable from
Amberley Publishing

he two books shown above are a
part of a series which covers a
variety of subjects ranging from
avia on through the histories of
towns and ci es, and railways. The
format is a well proven one and each
subject ma er is well illustrated.
Both of the above books are
reviewed in the most part as one to
avoid repe on.

First VAC arrival of the day was
Jonathan Turnbull in his Tiger Moth G
‐ACDA. This aircra being the original
basis of the long line of Tiger Moths
which were produced with some
minor diﬀerences in various parts of
what was once known as the Bri sh
Empire.

It was good to see the Nord 1002
Pingouin of Robert Fray visi ng from
Spanhoe, the aircra being painted
in pseudo Lu waﬀe markings of the
WW2 era. I have memories of seeing
this aircra when it first came onto
the Bri sh register in the 1960s.

obviously expected to be an
important part of its future.
Turnhouse was to develop into a
major regional airport serving the
capital city of Scotland.
The two airfields are both
represented pictorially from their
beginnings up to the present day,
with the considerable diversity of
roles to be found at both being well
portrayed. Readers will recognise
some if not most of the aircra
portrayed
at
both
airfields.
Edinburgh has a varied number of
aircra from many air arms. At
Gloucester the fate of those of
aircra of the Skyfame Museum is
documented.
The Gloucestershire book finishes
with the new Jet Age Museum and
the profits from the book will go to
help support the museum.
Both books are very informa ve with
well reproduced illustra ons and
make for a pleasurable nostalgic
read.

Tim Crowe was able to set his book
stall up in the hangar. Typically the
wind on the day was blowing straight
through the hangar doors and at Tim,
who most of the me felt like a
penguin, but who retained his sense
of humour despite the weather.

A total of 30 aircra graced the skies
and the tarmac at Turweston
providing those a ending with a
number of interes ng types.

Peter March arrived in his well
known Cessna 172 from Gloucester,
this aircra , like the Nord is also
celebra ng 50 years on the register.
So hopefully we will be able to see
both aircra at our 50th birthday
party at Popham.

Also suﬀering in the hangar were
Cathy Silk and Veronica Tanner with
their merchandising stall, which did a
good trade during the day. The
chairman could be found at the stall,
but before you ask, No I do not know
what the chairman purchased.
Neil and Julie Richardson of Eastleigh
Model Supplies having set up their
stall in the hangar with the others
provided a further a rac on.

Paul Loveday
Around the other side Chiltern
Historic flight opened their hangar up
to visitors. The enthusiasts who

5

The day also provided three of the
AESL Airtourer with Chris Schofield
being the first to arrive from its base
at Top Farm.

Sky or Shed, Flyer or ‘Fe ler’?

I

Auster types were also in abundance
with the 6A of Adam Wankowski,
j/5F Aiglet Trainer of J Manson, and a
Beagle deriva ve a D.5/180 Husky.
Various models of the Piper range
were present from the J‐3C of which
there were two, through to a the
ubiquitous PA‐28 of various marks.
The sight of two PA.24 Comanche,
both with US registra ons was also
an interes ng pairing.
The day was rounded oﬀ with the
arrival of the immaculate S nson V‐
77 Reliant from White Waltham, the
aircra a rac ng a great deal of
a en on.
All in all a great day for all
concerned, the wind making life a
li le diﬃcult for some of the older
types.
The opportunity was taken to
present two of the outstanding
awards that circumstances dictated
were unable to be presented at the
Annual Dinner. The presenta ons by
the Chairman Steve Slater taking
place in the hangar.
Report Paul Loveday
Photographs John Broad,
Paul Morton and Michael Miklos

The Dennis Fry Cup was presented
to Francis Donaldson whose work
within the LAA is acknowledged with
this award.

The John Edwards Trophy a model
of the Comper Swi was presented
to Carol Loveday for her work
booking in arrivals at our events.

t has been a wonderful day, one of
those stunning winter’s days that
makes your heart leap. Early on, a
white, crunchy feel underfoot
followed by the slow warming of the
earth by a low and lazy sun riding an
unblemished sharp‐blue sky. Those
of us who sail the sky by one means
or another know that by late
morning the clouds will begin to rise
on the damp air and form small
clumps at dew‐point height. By early
a ernoon, when the sun is losing its
stark brightness, they have gathered
into a darkening sheet to hasten the
dusk. The wind has been absent
throughout so complemen ng these
perfect winter‐day flying condi ons,
when the heavy and strong air gives
our flying surfaces a bite and a
power to surprise us.
But I am a worried man. The day has
gone, now lost forever, and I spent it
in the shed! In the shed, all day, on
such a perfect flying day, quite

inexplicable. My mind is reeling from
ques ons – am I losing the flying
bug? Did my task jus fy the loss of
this day? Has Ruth no ced the
quality of the day and my
uninterrupted presence here? Am I
now a builder, fe ler or bodger and
less a pilot? Will my various projects
– always described by Ruth as
workable items now reduced to an
impotent heap of parts – flourish
under this new regime? Well, if
flourish they did, I may at last get
into the ‘first post‐restora on flight’
column of the magazine.
But the loss of the day’s flying has
been worth it. The rebuild of the
Jodel panel has gone well today. The
light was good, Classic FM was
relaxing, I did not relish the thirty
minute drive to the airstrip, I can go
flying another day. Yes, the bug is
s ll there but perhaps faltering. One
may become weary of the same
aircra a er 22 years and anxious to

sample other types. An ability to step
into, and fly competently, several
diﬀerent types must bring a wider
perspec ve to one’s flying, an ability
to adapt to various landing
configura ons, fuel systems and
approach speeds.
How well would I manage now if
placed in the le hand seat of my
faithful short‐winged Auster J5F a er
22 years? Wouldn’t it be super to
have 3 or 4 types at your disposal
and what would your list be? Mine
would be the present Turbi, a Jodel,
a ny Currie Wot biplane and an
Aeronca, Luscombe or very early
Cessna. So you can see I’m fixed in
the small, old, taildragger scene.
Perhaps I need to refresh myself
with ownership of a diﬀerent type.
The Jodel and Currie Wot are in the
shed, so BACK TO THE SHED!
Rupert Hibberd

WELLESBOURNE AIRFIELD IS UNDER THREAT

T

he owners of this land have
presented a proposal to Stra ord
District Council to build 1600 houses
and scrap the Airfield.
In addi on to removing an historic,
popular airfield it would also mean
the demise of the airfield’s many
thriving businesses, including the
Vulcan XM655, and the famous
market. It would also irrevocably
change the lives of all the local
villagers.

We at the airfield have formed an
ac on group to prevent this disaster
and desperately need your help. Our
Lawyers have advised us that forming
an associa on with paid up members
(minimum 50p)gives us legal strength
for the long expensive ba le ahead.
Please
go
to
our
website
www.wellesbournema ers.org.uk
where you can join the associa on.
Pass this to all your family and friends,
numbers make the diﬀerence and
your contribu on will help to fund

this legal ba le. If you would like any
further informa on do not hesitate to
contact me. This is a ba le we are
determined to win !
Thank you
Frankie Stuart
frankiestauart@virginmedia.com
07766581301

Tiger Tale

A

nother Tiger Moth you might say, but
this has an interes ng history. It was
taken on RAF charge in 1939 and along with
its sister was sent to France. The sister ship
was destroyed whilst in France.
On the fall of France it was flown back to the
UK as a means of escape by an RAF fighter
pilot whose Hurricane was no longer
airworthy. It remained on RAF charge un l
1956
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Daﬀodil Rally ‐ Fenland.

S

Other people were pulling strings on
my behalf and without my
knowledge and slowly things began
to come together. The Hollywood’s
telex machine was kept fairly busy
but somehow, although each
department was cross charged for
telexes sent, my propor on became
lost in the system. Even the cost of
very expensive phone calls somehow
became lost. In those days a call to
Australia had to be booked in
advance and I dis nctly remember
ge ng a message to call either Bruce
or Steve, I can’t remember which.
The call was booked from
Holmwood’s phone for two days’
me and with the me diﬀerence
the interna onal operator eventually
tracked me down at my digs (I had
walked out of the family home and
a er a night in Bernard’s parents
spare bed his Mum had found me an
aﬀordable room with space for a
typewriter and a deal where I got my
washing done). I have no idea who
met the cost of that call but it was
not added to my rent.
In Australia Hawker de Havilland
were working on the aircra as a
departure from Mascot Airport,
Sydney had been planned for Anzac
Day which was 25th. April. To avoid
confusion nobody asked me, or told
me, all planning being done by
Bruce. He found a crew, raised
sponsorship, much if it from Surfer
Paradise which was at that me a
small sea side resort and sold seats
for the journey, in order to cover the
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costs. It was that sponsorship which
resulted in the Spirit of Surfers
Paradise name One of those who
travelled in the aircra was Patrick
Kilvington who subsequently wrote a
book, the sale of which would
recoup his costs. As boring books
tend not to sell only the facts have
been omi ed to protect the
innocent.

NX611 – although with no RAF
history whatsoever, touched down
at Biggin Hill, registered to Russ and I
as G‐ASXX, flown by a crew of
Australians, who may or may not
have had Bri sh licences endorsed
for the Lancaster, carrying a full
complement of occupants, every
available seat having been sold, and
with an airworthiness document

aturday 12th April provided the
club with one of its best events
for a long me. A truly vintage and
classic event. Looking at the weather
forecast on the television the night
before it gave hopes of a fine warm
day. Wrong again ‐ it was cold, but at
least it was dry with a reasonable
cloud base.

cross runway was used, the wind
being mostly straight down its
length, but gus ng at mes. This of
course resulted in a long taxi to and
from the runway not to men on a

long walk for the marshallers with
the Tiger Moths. Taking advantage of
this was VAC member Tom Cole who
situated himself near to the runway
threshold and produced some

Despite the cold wind Jane Slater
and Veronica Tanner set up the sales
stall and had a very successful day,
selling a number of items to all and
sundry. Also braving the cold yet
again was our stalwart bookseller
Tim Crowe.
This was one of the few occasions I
have known at a VAC event when the

Arrival at Biggin Hill

On my birthday I received a phone
call from the crew, who were night
stopping at Istres in France, to ask if
we intended flying the aircra a er
its arrival. The reason being that the
aircra had a 600 gallon ferry tank in
the bomb bay, which was not
needed for the flight to Biggin Hill,
but as Shell were sponsoring the fuel
if we were going to fly it again they
might as well fill all tanks to
capacity ! At just a er 3.30 in the
a ernoon, as agreed with Jock eight
months previously, WU‐15, formerly

which on detailed inspec on, might
not have been accepted at an
interna onal civil airport.
However what we had set out to do
had been achieved.
To be con nued …
Bill Fisher
Photographs via Bill Fisher

excellent shots of visitors landing.
Despite this wind there was a superb
collec on of Bri sh types to be
found on the airfield during the day.
A rare machine present was an ARV
Super 2 with it's original Hewland
engine. A neat li le two seat design
that first saw light on the Isle of
Wight and sadly problems with the
gearbox ini ally caused trouble
resul ng in a temporary grounding
and although resolved quickly the
resultant impact hit the sales and
produc on ceased at 35 with our
visitor being the middle aircra of
the produc on run.
With three diﬀerent types of Moth, a
number of Auster types including
one in Royal Austrialian Navy
colours, BEAGLE were represented
too as were Sco sh Avia on with
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Airedale, Pup and three Bulldogs
and a superb, and rare, photo
opportunity was set up by Having
David Beale’s Mew Gull parked
together with the Type K Vega Gull.
It was also nice to see rarer earlier
designs of homebuilt present with a

beau ful Isaacs Fury and Sea Fury
coloured Taylor Monoplane present
as well as a Stolp V‐star SA900 a type
not seen that o en and in fact one
of just two registered in the UK and
the only UK built version.

Once again Fenland came up trumps
with a plen ful supply of daﬀodils to
handed out to the visi ng pilots. Our
thanks go to Simon who as usual had
arranged for these to be available.
The day a racted a total of 92

round oﬀ the event, as well as the
sun breaking through and blue skies,
it transpired that around the date
fell the birthday of our secretary
Sandy Fage. Some of those gathered
there took the opportunity to join in
arousing chorus of Happy Birthday
to You, which was followed by the
presenta on of a cake bearing a

aircra
ranging from Aeronca
through most le ers of the alphabet
to Wag Aero. At least 29 of those
flying in were VAC members. To

A sma ering of foreign registered
visitors including a rather unusally
coloured Cessna and a Rockwell
Commander that needed to be hand
swung to start ‐ dodgy ba ery and
yes it was not easy ‐ meant that the
spo ers managed something a li le
diﬀerent to add to their logs for the
day.
single candle.

Report:‐ Paul & Gary Loveday
Photographs:‐ John Broad,
Tom Cole, Paul Loveday,
and Leslie Miller
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working on the DEW line at Goose
Bay so he thought he was fairly safe
from flack, Brian Arbery – who had a
burning passion for Horsa gliders and
about half a dozen others. We lost
Graham Trant, who went oﬀ to
pursue his interest in Spi ires but
had been group leader of A‐B ARRG
and those whose interest fell outside
aircra preserva on – possible being
more in favour of girls who had
burned their bras – there is no
accoun ng for taste. As a result Russ
and I elected ourselves as joint
honorary secretaries; on the basis of
having two gave the impression of
the organiza on being more
important.
One morning a le er, with a French
stamp, fell on my parent’s mat. It
said that my request for a Lancaster
had been granted and that it could
be delivered from Noumea in New
Caledonia to either Australia or New
Zealand. The Oh Shit moment had
come, what do I do now !I s ll don’t
know where New Caledonia is, other
than being sort of turn right and go
up a bit from Darwin. Eventually I
decided I needed some help, so – in
u er despera on, I decided to
telephone Sir Roy Dobson’s secretary
at Hawker Siddeley Avia on as
Avro’s had built the Lancaster and Sir
Roy was an ex‐Avro man. Certain
names have a degree of pull greater
than others and Lloyd’s, as in Lloyd’s
of London is one of those.
At the me I was working, in fairly
menial posi on for Holmwoods, Back
and Manson – who were Lloyd’s
brokers, so I phoned from their
oﬃce; as one does. I explained to a
very nice lady how we had been
given a Lancaster in New Caledonia
and intended to bring it back to the
UK for preserva on. She said she
would speak to Sir Roy and asked
where I could be contacted, to which
I replied Holmwood’s – the Lloyd’s
brokers and gave her their phone
number, saying “ just ask for me and
you will be put through “.
At this point there was a
misunderstanding
as
she
unfortunately assumed she was
speaking to a name at Lloyd’s, or
somebody with money, rather than a

clerk who had recently had his 23rd
birthday. When she rang back I was
told that Sir Roy had instructed that
Hawker de Havilland at Bankstown
outside Sydney should accept the
aircra on our behalf and that he
would donate £10,000 towards the
cost of ge ng it home. At that me
£ 10,000 represented just over 20
mes my annual salary.

Maitland who was running the
airfield. Jock was in partnership with
Ted Drewery, a local builder and they
owned, amongst other things
Maitland Drewery Avia on, who had
leased Vikings and later Viscounts to
new airlines, o en in the new
package holiday business.
We
agreed with Jock that it would be
flown in to Biggin Hill on the first day

The Avro 683 Lancaster B VII at Bankstown
On 13th. August 1964, when I was
23¼ ( Adrian Mole will tell you how
important quarters are ), Steve
Newbiggin of Hawker de Havilland
accepted Lancaster B.7 WU‐15 on
behalf of the society. It came with a
pannier filled with spares which
might be needed for the trip to the
UK and fully opera onal armament
( but no ammuni on ) and unused
fuel – the only thing they wanted to
keep was the sextant. Thankfully the
appearance of WU‐15 at Sydney
bound for the UK and another at
Perth des ned to be displayed there,
aroused a certain amount of interest
locally and I was approached by
Bruce Miles, a Sydney solicitor, who
suggested that he acted locally on
our behalf. Bruce was one of those
in Australia who made the flight
home possible.
I on the other hand knew precisely
nothing about ge ng permission to
fly an ex‐military aircra half way
round the world, or for that ma er
where to keep it when it arrived.
The recently opened civil side of RAF
Biggin Hill was our regular spo ng
airfield, so Bernard (home from
Canada) and I went to see Jock

of the next Air Fair, 13th. May 1965.
A er all we knew nothing so se ng
that date could not be a problem –
could it ? They had a long term plan
that when the RAF finally moved out
and issued between Bromley
Council, whose long term plan was
to build houses on the airfield and
Tandridge District Council, who
covered the civil side, had been
resolved, Ted Drewery would build
an avia on museum on the land
eventually occupied by Adams
Avia on before they moved.
Jock was another of those who
worked behind the scenes to get the
aircra home; whilst I contacted
every company that I could find who
had been involved in Lancaster
produc on and each gave the same
response, o en quo ng the same
words as my father (who was a
director of Smiths, the aircra
instruments, clocks and watches
people) and I have always believed
that he told people it could not be
achieved. Certainly he never came
to Biggin Hill to see the aircra and
probably felt that I had disgraced
him by doing something he said
could not be done.

21

Sad Passing of Ken Broomfield, of Baxterley Airfield 6th May 2014

THE GREAT LANCASTER FIASCO and other disasters !

W

henever I see Steve Slater at
a VAC event he introduces
me to members saying Bill imported
the Lancaster “ Just Jane “, as if it
was some sort of spectacular solo
achievement on par with Alex
Henshaw flying to the Cape. He then
follows that with YOU MUST write
something for the VAC magazine.
Probably if I write something he
might stop – so here it is.
The story starts when I went to
Grammar school and met Bernard
Clarkson, with whom I have been
friends ever since. As with all good
double acts, like Laurel and Hardy or
the Two Ronnies, there was one who
was somewhat brighter than the
other – Bernard was the bright one
and we vied each term to be bo om
of the class, largely because what we
were being taught and what we
wanted to know seemed to diﬀer. I
was hated by my geography master
because although I had no idea of
the main industry of Stoke‐on‐Trent I
could tell him that the airfield was
called Meir, or that I had no idea
about the river running through
Sunderland was called, but that the
airfield was called Woolsington. The
Headmaster tolerated me, because
he saw my interest was with
aeroplanes and he had lost a leg in a
flying accident when in the RAF,
whilst I was also supported by Stan
Brant, for whom I delivered
newspapers and in return he
introduced me to the Tiger Club.
David Dorrell edited Air Pictorial, the
le er column of which had details of
aircra being scrapped and as a
result a group of readers began to
correspond and eventually the Air‐
Britain, Air Relics Research Group
was formed – ini ally to record what
was being lost.
For those that don’t remember the
1960’s was a period of immense
change, the UK were recovering
from the eﬀects of the Second World
War, pirate radio was introducing us
to records previously only heard on
Radio Luxembourg, rail lines were
being closed around the country and
the first motorway was being built
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which required an MoT test for cars,
and it was no longer considered
adequate to judge speed by the way
the road could be seen through rust
holes in the bodywork. Around the
country women were burning their
bras in the name of women’s lib, so
young men, looking at what they
could see as the future, decided to
rush oﬀ to preserve old steam trains,
old cars and buses or, for a few of us,
old aeroplanes.
Through one of the members of A‐B
ARRG we learned that a number of
the instruc onal airframes at
Cranfield had been put out to grass,
because more modern airframes had
been obtained.
I was aware,
through
correspondence,
that
collec ons of interes ng airframes
were being gathered at places like
RAF Colerne and RNAS Yeovilton so
decided, as idiots do, to ask Cranfield
if I could have the Corsair KD431 to
be kept at Yeovilton.

not wish to be an aircra owning
organiza on, but also because
although A‐B ARRG was an
impressive name most of the
members, including me, did not
actually belong to Air‐Britain. So we
were closed down.
At that me very few people knew
that le ers had gone to all sorts of
places because in the same way
some people had decided to collect
stamps, or beer mats – I had decided
to collect aeroplanes, a problem
which exists to this day. I had
wri en to the Soviet ambassador
asking for a MiG 15, the USAF for a
Sabre (specifying it needed to be RAF
surplus – not a French F‐86D) and a
U‐2 together with a le er to the
French asking for a Lancaster.
Because I am not very bright I asked
the French for a Lancaster, because
from Air Forces of the World I
thought they were based in
Northern France and totally ignored

Chance Vought IV seen here 29th June 1963 at Yeovilton Open Day
Obviously I had no money, other
than a meagre salary from working
in London and it would not fit in the
saddle bag of my bike, but I decided
that, if you don’t ask you don’t get,
so I asked. The result was that, a er
certain
exchanges
of
correspondence, I was given KD431
and very fortuitously the Navy went
up to Cranfield and took it to
Yeovilton. This created something of
an issue with the hierarchy of Air‐
Britain mainly because Air‐Britain did

K

en Broomfield, aviator, airfield
owner, engineer, entrepreneur,
motorcycle
racer,
pyrotechnics
expert, parish Councillor, farmer,
builder, father, husband and good
friend passed away suddenly, at home
on 6th May 2014. With such varied
accolades you will understand why
such an interes ng man will be sadly
missed.
I met Ken in the late 70’s when we
had adjoining factory units in
Birmingham’s Jewellery Quarter and I
had cause to complain about a
repe ve banging on our party wall. It
turned out that he had a large
moulding machine that upon opening
was just over 24 feet long, with the
room being just under 24 feet long.
He had removed a ‘brick or two’ but
the ram s ll made contact with my
wall.

the fact that RCAF Lancaster
frequently came to Prestwick with
theirs.

We became friends and business
blossomed for us both, more so in
Ken’s case and he moved onwards
and upwards, and as o en happens,
we lost touch.

A group of us now had an interest,
but li le else, and decided to call
ourselves The Historic Aircra
Preserva on Society. Founders were
Russ Snadden, then a bus conductor
in Glasgow and trying to get into the
RAF, Bernard – who faithfully
supported any mad scheme that I
had, maybe because as he was then

Over ten years passed by and I moved
to the village of Baxterley and one
evening in the local pub I was
surprised but delighted to see Ken.
When he asked me what I was doing
in this neck of the woods I replied that
I had just bought a property in the
village…when I asked him the same…

the reply was the same. A er ten
years we had both ended up in the
same remote Warwickshire village… it
was meant to be!
friendship
was
Our
rekindled
cemented by our shared passion for
aeroplanes and flying and I was to
spend many happy hours at his newly
formed airfield in the village flying
with him in G‐AOES his red Tiger Moth
before I gained my own wings in 1995
and promptly based my first biplane
at his airfield.
The flying and adventure stories are
numerous and memorable, good and
bad. In September 1999 we were
flying in forma on overhead his
airfield when I received an anxious
radio call to advise that he had control
problems, seconds later I watched in
horror as the Tiger spun into the
ground. Despite quite serious injuries
and a virtually destroyed aircra he
was determined to get back in the air
and within twelve months he
succeeded.
Whilst planning to rebuild the Moth
over the coming years Ken needed
another aircra to fly and acquired a
classic Thruxton Jackaroo G‐AOIR,
which was to become his favourite
mount and which he was flying up
un l a few days before his final
departure.

He will be remembered by the
thousands of a endees to the
Baxterley Airfield Wings and Wheels
event that he organised and hosted
for many years and I am sure that
many of you will have visited this
heady cocktail of aircra , vintage
bikes and cars, steam engines and
warm sunny days. At the events,
when not flying to entertain the
public, he could be seen walking
around the airfield in his Edwardian
striped blazer and straw boater or
riding around, Steve McQueen style,
on one of his vintage motorcycles. He
was cleared to drop parachu sts from
the Jackaroo and this spectacle was
seen and enjoyed by crowds at the
many airshows he held and a ended
around the country.
Ken was a unique person, a
me culous engineer, an eccentric
without losing touch, inven ve,
interested in anything and everything
mechanical, the older the be er, he
challenged anything he felt was
wrong…or that which he felt could be
improved.
His enthusiasm was contagious, his
un ring readiness to explain things
and his passion for avia on has
changed many people’s lives over the
years, mine included, and the world is
a far less colourful place without him.

Tim Jinks
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Henstridge a Tiger’s Lair

T

he airfield at Henstridge is
becoming
a
mecca
for
aficionados of the de Havilland Tiger
Moth. VAC member Kevin Crumplin
has worked his magic on the three
aircra that are based there for
training. All have been me culously
finished in their WW2 colour
schemes. The aircra and their
convoluted histories are as follows.

restora on. It was then sold on to
Christopher Adams (Hereford) in July
1997 who con nued with the
restora on. All work on the project
ceased in 2003.
It was purchased by Kevin Crumplin
in May 2009 and moved to it’s
current home at Henstridge Airfield.
Restora on was completed to its

Farmstormers Workshop
“Windy” airspeed indicator and
Gosport tubes. There is a fixed
Becker 4201 radio installa on.
G‐ADWJ received its C of A on the
2nd March 2012.

G‐ANEW(NM138) was built by Morris
Motors at Cowley in 1943 and
delivered to
RAF Aston Down
(aircra storage park) on the 31st
Jan 1944. RAF movements were:
29EFTS RAF Clyﬀe Pypard, 8 MU RAF
Li le Rissington,8 RFS RAF Woodley,
Goodhew Avia on, 10 MU RAF
Hullavington and finally 41Gp at RAF
Andover.
She was then sold to the Associa on
of Bri sh Aero Clubs on the 1st
Nov.1953.

G‐ADWJ was built in 1935 by de
Havilland Aircra and delivered to
Prestwick (registered to Sco sh
Avia on Ltd.) as part of the ini al
fleet for 12 Elementary and Reserve
Flying Training School. The unit
became 12 EFTS in October 1939.
In March 1941 BB803 was
transferred to 20 EFTS Yeadon on the
forma on of that unit. It crashed at
Yeadon on the 8th August 1941 and
was sent to Lundy and Atlan c Coast
for repairs. A er repair it was
delivered to 9 EFTS Ansty and stayed
there un l transferred to storage in
March 1944 at 38 MU Llandow.
It is believed by Air Britain that WJ
remained in storage un l being sold
to Deﬀord Flying Club in January
1950 and was then used for spares
for G‐AMBD and G‐AMFN. It was
civil
never issued with a new
log book.
registra on aircra
Clive Hardiman (Shobdon) purchased
the aircra
March 1991 and
commenced
the
process
of
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1941 condi on i.e. as it was at 12
EFTS Prestwick. This meant that all
instrumenta on is as per it’s 1941
specifica on.
It has been fi ed with naviga on and
iden fica on ligh ng, first aid box,
fire ex nguisher, “course and height
indicator” stowage, morse key,

In May 1957 she was sold to John
Crewdson, who sold her to Overseas
Avia on Ltd. A week later she was re
acquired by John Crewdson. In
Feb.1959 she was sold to the
Agricultural Avia on Company Ltd
who sold her onto Hants and Sussex
Avia on Ltd.in Aug. 1959 where she
was converted into a crop
sprayer .June 1961 saw her being
sold to Southern Coun es Aerial
Contracts Ltd. With her final working
life (crop sprayer) being seen out
with Bardock Avia on Services Ltd,
to whom she was sold in March
1963.

S

ome of you will no doubt
remember that the Tiger Moth G
‐AVPJ suﬀered an engine failure
whilst on a local flight some li le
while ago. Despite the pilot carrying
out an almost perfect forced landing
the aircra was damaged. I say
almost as just as the aircra came to
a stop one of the wheels went into a
hole and the aircra pitched over
onto its nose.

Thanks go to David Phillips, Ben Cox,
Roy Nerou, Geoﬀrey Firth and Mar n
Slater and various others who have
willingly given their me and help.

rebuild. This rebuild is now almost
complete as can be seen in the
picture above, and no doubt it will
emerge in what can only be
described as new.

As for me I make them cakes and
provide them with tea and coﬀee,
sweep the floor and when they need
a small person I am pushed into the
cockpit with various sizes of
spanners
to
get
at
the
inaccessible and frustra ng nuts and
bolts”.

The owner of the aircra VAC
member Cathy Silk has had this to
say. “I would like to say that we are
very happy indeed that G‐AVPJ is
coming along so well and it is all
down to the fact that I have some
great and talented friends. They all
enjoy their
me here at the
Farmstormers Workshop.

On recovery it was decided to carry
out a complete check of the aircra
which has resulted in a complete

Cathy Silk

FEET OFF the GROUND ‐ FOG

F

OG is an avia on based charity
which teams up with Organisa‐
ons, Airfields and other Chari es us‐
ing our member’s aeronau cal skills
and knowledge to bring about life
changing opportuni es. Part of its
cons tu on reads ‐ “To work with
other organisa ons which address
the personal developmental needs of
young and/or disadvantaged per‐
sons, broadening their experiences

and horizons by providing experience
of light avia on.”
A great help to our Aerocamp team
would be to issue our scouts with a
‘knee board’ to use when they are
naviga ng as part of their Aerocamp
naviga on badge work.
If you have one which is no longer in
use and you would be happy to do‐

nate it to FEET OFF the GROUND
(FOG) please contact me...
Many thanks

Pete White
Chairman, FOG
01752 406660 / 07805 805679
pete@aeronca.co.uk
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Wings & Wheels event at Wolverhampton Halfpenny Green Airport

A

er the good old Bri sh
weather yet again put pay to
flying on Easter Sunday and made
the annual Wolverhampton “Wings
and Wheels” event a cold, wet and
grey day with only resident aircra
and side shows to entertain the
crowds at least the Monday made up
for it with some great examples of
vintage aircra making the eﬀort to
a end. Praise must go to the
organisers and exhibitors with side
shows and classic vehicles at this
great event
Trevor Jarvis seen here arrived in his
Taylor JT‐2 Titch G‐AYZH from its
base
at
Hinton‐in‐the‐
Hedges. Trevor is an ac ve member
of the Interna onal Auster Group
which is his other aircra , he also is a
Boeing 757 Captain and intends to
take the Titch to France in the
summer to a end some Air Races.
He just cant get enough of flying.

One of the first aircra to arrive was
De Havilland DHC‐1 Chipmunk 22
WK514/G‐BBMO from the Mike
Oscar Flying Group based at
Wellesbourne Moun ord. Built in
1952 and civil registered in 2013
retaining its military markings the
aircra
made
several
flights
entertaining the crowds.
Gloucester Staverton based North
American AT‐6D Texan 313048/G‐
TDJN arrived with owner David Nock
at the controls. The aircra was
imported in 2012 from America and
was shown last in the USA at
Oshkosh in 2011

A er having been purchased by Tony
Young in June 1966 she was moved
to her final res ng place Henstridge
Airfield. She was then rather poorly
stored for the next 40 years un l
27th Jan. 2007 when she was sold to
the current owner Kevin Crumplin
who removed the aircra to new
hangarage at Henstridge.
The main objec ve of G‐ANEW’s
restora on) which was carried out in
the
owners
workshop
and
Henstridge) was to return her to
“museum standard flying condi on”
i.e. as she would have been in 1944
at 9 RAF
EFTS Clyﬀe Pepard.
This meant that all instrumenta on
is as per the 1944 specifica on.
These instruments have been
overhauled and restored by Airtron
Instruments. The aircra
has
been fi ed with naviga on and
iden fica on ligh ng, first aid box,
fire ex nguisher, “course and height
indicator” stowage, morse key,
“Windy” speed indicator and
Gosport tubes. There is a fixed
Becker 4201 radio installa on.
The engine has been rebuilt (zero
med) by Deltair Airmo ve Ltd.
Waterlooville.
NM 138 received it’s Cer ficate of
Airworthiness on 7th July 2011.

G‐ALWS (N9328) was built by de
Havilland Aircra in Ha ield in late
1939 and taken on charge by 5 MU
RAF on the 16th October 1939.
She then spent the rest of her
military
me seeing service at
Farnborough,
Duxford,
various
maintenance units, 19 EFTS Sealand,
15 EFTS Kingstown Carlisle, 17 EFTS
Peterborough, 13 EFTS and 6 FTS
before going to 8 MU pending her
sale to AST Hamble.
N9328 then acquired her civil
registra on G‐ALWS and was moved
to Perth for "instruc onal purposes"
where she eventually ended up on
the "oﬃce roof" in the hangar. Her
next res ng place was Southampton

with a very unclear history before
being sold to Christopher Weaver in
1993. Anthony Beynon bought her in
March 1995 and kept her in storage
at Sleap before selling her to Kevin
Crumplin in March 2012.
She has now undergone a ground up
restora on at Henstridge returning
her
to
her
1939
war me
specifica on (similar to her sister
Tigers) with her engine being zero
med by Deltair Airmo ve. The one
concession to modernity is her
Becker 6201 radio installa on.
She is now ready for her first test
flight.

Ron Smith

One of the stars of the day on display
was Andy Hardys seen here with his
Piper PA‐28 Cherokee C G‐
ATYS which has just returned from
its epic charity flight from the UK to
Sydney Australia. Andy with fellow
pilot San Kidd raised £10,000 for
Oxfam and said the 1960s vintage
aircra performed great during the
flight but would like to do it again
with another type with more
comfortable seats, something like a
Diamond.
Paul Morton
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CHANGE OF AN ERA by Richard Bach
Auster AOP9(mod) G‐AVHT/WZ711.

SNCAN Nord NC856‐A1 Norvigie G‐CGWR/54

Helio H‐295 Courier G‐BAGT

I

T USED TO BE, that one could
tell that a new era was
happening. In electronics, it’s
happened. In publishing, it’s
happening, but the one I know
best is avia on.
I remember the old pilots never
much wanted to fly on
instruments, reading headings
and al tudes from the heading
indicator
and
the
al meter, while all the world
outside the windshield was grey
fog.
They called instrument
flying “Needle‐ball and alcohol,”
for the turn needle, the ball to
show an airplane slipping or
skidding, and the magne c
compass, damped with alcohol.
You could go anywhere you
wanted with those crude
instruments.
An airspeed
indicator was nice to have,
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too. And an oil pressure gage
for the engine.
Early pilots flew by the picture
they saw, looking at the world
outside
of
their
open
cockpits.
They didn’t enjoy

“flying blind,” but in the 1930’s it
was the beginning of an era,
pre y well necessary if you
wanted to fly every day.
Antoine de Saint‐Exupery lived
the first part of that new era. He
didn’t like modern planes, didn’t
much care for the P‐38H (F‐5)
photo plane he flew at the end
of the second world war.
He had lost many old friends,
flying in the 20′s and 30’s, and
the new era was not for him. He
disappeared a er what he had
promised would be his last flight
in the ’38, July 31, 1944. Some
said that he didn’t really want to
live while avia on changed and
his friends had gone.
The next 50 or sixty years were
the
instrument
era
of
avia on. Then all at once the

On to Sleap
Not taking part in the BAA Golding‐
Barre Trophy Aeroba c meet at Sleap
Airfield but taking in the suns rays here
on the 17th May were Nigel Musgrave's
immaculate Auster J/1N Alpha G‐AHCL
which flew in from Mona ……………….

………………….and Piper J3c Cub G‐
BFSD/16037 built in 1946 and depicts a
US Army aircra

Reports and Pictures
Paul Morton
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Going Around

T

he recent improvement in the
weather has seen various events
around the country.

This aircra was built by Airepair in
New Zealand using parts from ZK‐
BMN c/n B 106 and some spares

Over the weekend of 10th/11th May
The Interna onal Auster Club held a
Members only Fly‐In at Spanhoe
which turned out to be a good event
but the weather did cut down
numbers of visitors due to the rain
showers and gusty winds but it did
make for a good look round at this
airfield.

A real gem lurking in the back of one
of the hangers here at Spanhoe is
SNCAN Nord NC856‐A1 Norvigie G‐
CGWR/54 c/n 54. Built in 1955 the
aircra s ll retains French Army
markings and was imported as F‐
BMHB.

A rare bird here for a paint job is
Helio H‐295 Courier G‐BAGT c/n 1288
which was built in 1968. It was
imported to the UK in the 1970s to
Elstree as CR‐LJG in a drab blue and
white livery.
Its owner is undecided whether to
have her represent a military scheme
used in the Vietnam war or overall
silver with “Air America” tles both
would be acceptable.

S ll in its No.5 AEF markings is Beagle
D/5‐180 Husky T.1 G‐AWSW/
XW635 c/n 3690. Built in 1968 it was
given to the Air Cadets by 1960s
game show host Hughie Green and
owner Carl Tyers at Spanhoe has
done a great restora on job on her.
(Your editor flew in her occasionally
when the aircra was based at
Cambridge Airport.)

Looking resplendent in its new Yellow
and Red colour scheme G‐APVG
Auster J/5L Aiglet c/n 3306 which
was built in 1959 brought a bit of
colour to the skies at the Auster
Clubs Fly‐In with it represen ng an
aircra operated by Shell Petroleum
Company in the 1960s
Another rare bird is Auster AOP9
(mod) G‐AVHT/WZ711. Built in 1954
a er extensive restora on there is
only the paint job to be done to bring
another Auster back onto the Fly‐In
scene.
Exported back from New Zealand in
2002 as ZK‐BXO the only flying
example of an Auster B8 Agricola G‐
CBOA was a welcome sight here and
was available for close inspec on
throughout the weekend to Auster
Club members and those that braved
the heavy showers and winds which
made it diﬃcult for many to a end
by air but well done to those who did
a end and members of the IAC for a
great Hanger Dance to round oﬀ the
weekend
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era changed again, to digital
instruments, and flat plate
moving maps. All pre y colours
to show one’s posi on, al tude,
restricted
areas,
terrain,
weather, other airplanes in the
sky.
Airplanes changed from steel
and aluminium to carbon
composite plas c forms, very
slick and fast. And a strange
thing. I don’t much care for the
new airplanes, the new era.
A few years ago, I down‐shi ed
into very light aircra , my li le
seaplane Puﬀ has no flat‐plate
flying instruments, no digital
engine instruments. She can fly
perfectly well if I took every
instrument out of the panel and
le it on the ground. She’s a
simple day‐flying airplane, fabric
covering for her for wings and
tail, she lands on a li le strip of
land, or when you wish, she
lands on of the surface of a lake
or of a calm sea.

This me in my life, I rarely stop
at an airport. I care about quiet
hidden places, I land by summer
islands,
most
of
them
uninhabited. A li le engine for
Puﬀ, a sliding transparent
panel…you can open the cockpit
with your elbow; an old‐
fashioned tail‐wheel, simple
retractable wheels, room for two
people at most, and she’s
happiest with one.

If it has, there are a lot of us s ll
caught in what is for us the
golden age of flying. Maybe, a
hundred years from now,
everything of our me will be
gone. But I hope there will stay
that day some words we wrote,
words from the past, telling of
the sky we knew in an old era,
and loved.

Richard Bach
It happened, then, I realized
flying, that I felt just the same as
Antoine de Saint‐Exupery had
felt. Avia on had passed me and
my me. I had flown a fair
amount of instrument hours
when I had to be at big airports
on me. But now? That’s not
me.
I am uninterested in modern
aircra , modern moving maps,
electric
motors
to
turn
propellers. The sky that I have
loved since I was six, has it
changed, too?

Pictures by Steve Slater

We are deeply honoured that
Richard, one of the world’s
great avia on writers and
author of “Jonathan Livingstone
Seagull” and “A Gi of Wings”
among many others, has oﬀered
this for our magazine. Many
thanks Richard, we are
honoured by your generosity.

13

“A Pilot`s Tale”
David G. Sco ,
21, Ellsworth Road,
High Wycombe,
Buckinghamshire,
HP11 2TU.
6th. April 2014.
Dear Paul,

“A Pilot`s Tale”
Thanks again for a most interes ng issue of the club
magazine.
I was par cularly interested in the ar cle by Desmond
Penrose on flying the AIRCO DH4, it is a great shame there
is not one flying in this country.
I men oned “AIRCO” DH4 because that is it`s true
designa on and the AIRCO part is all too o en omi ed.

Founded AIRCO and his other associated companies to
create, by 1919, “The World`s Largest Aircra
Manufacturing Enterprise.” This included :‐
AIRCO (the largest aeroplane manufacturing company
at Hendon in WW1)
·
Airships Ltd.
·
The Bri sh Gnome & Le Rhone Engine Company
·
Gloucestershire Aircra
Company (later re‐
named Gloster)
·
Integral Propeller Company
·
Wycombe Aircra Constructors
·
Van den Plas
·
Aircra Transport and Travel (formed in 1916, in
1919 they operated the world`s first
Interna onal, daily, regular, scheduled airline
service from Hounslow Heath to Paris.)
His other achievements included :‐

Ian Simmons and I are currently researching the life of the
founder of AIRCO, George Holt Thomas, a name that is
unfamiliar to most avia on enthusiasts, but he is possibly
one of the most important individuals in the birth of
Bri sh Avia on.

·

Holt Thomas lived near High Wycombe during the period
of his life when he was involved in avia on, hence our
par cular interest.

·

Holt Thomas gave Geoﬀrey de Havilland his first real
opportunity to design his own aeroplanes, working as
Chief Designer at AIRCO from 1914. The “DH” designs
from DH1 through to DH25, were all designs under the
AIRCO name.
When Holt Thomas decided to relinquish his interest in
aeroplane manufacture, he was instrumental in helping de
Havilland start his own company in 1920.

·

Being instrumental in the birth of both
Brooklands and Hendon as centres for avia on.
Instrumental in founding the Society of Bri sh
Aircra
Constructors
(SBAC)
and
the
Interna onal Air Transport Associa on (IATA).
Influen al in the establishment of Westland
Aircra as an aeroplane design company. They
had previously only been manufacturers, but
when AIRCO were too busy with design work on
the DH10, AIRCO sent a design team to Westland
to develop and build the DH9A, with the Liberty
engine. This established Westland as a company
with an ability to design aeroplanes.

Other notable individuals who worked for Holt Thomas
were Alan Cobham, Se on Brancker and Neville Shute.
I hope this is of some interest,

Holt Thomas appears to have deliberately avoided
publicity and being neither a designer nor pilot has never,
in our opinion, been credited with his achievements.

Yours Sincerely
David G. Sco
VAC Member No 223)

Briefly, lis ng some of his avia on achievements :‐

Editors Note:‐
If anyone has any informa on which would help in this
important work please contact David direct.

FOR SALE
Rare Bri sh classic, currently only flying exam‐
ple in UK. Documented history. Stored part‐
built for dura on of WW2, first flew 1947.
Based Bicester. 62hp Walter Mikron engine, 30
hours since full rebuild. Major airframe
overhaul 2012.
Price: £20,000 to include notable spares stock
including (rare) spare engine
Contact: Stephen Slater on 01494 776831
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